Dear Readers,

The following chapter was written by me in 2009. They were
based upon letters exchanged between myself and the late Bud
Abbott in 1973 when | was a teenager and Bud was out in
California in an old age home for actors. Recent research
concerning Lou Costello’s 1958 TV appearance shows that his
dramatic performance was actually in an episode of the
western “WAGON TRAIN” and NOT, as Buddy Abbott related to
me in 1973, “GUNSMOKE ". The mistake in the name of the
actual show COULD HAVE BEEN either Bud Abbotts or my own,
| cannot say and we will probably never know. Please keep this
in mind when reading the following chapter.

The author
PAT/SALTY
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Bud> AbboT was AN EpiLectic —HE had
@pmepsy — AND OF Course WAsS NOT Allowed
TO DRive. hisS —AND (OSTellos— GREATesST
FeArR IWAS ThaT ON S DAy he mMighT SufFer
A MAJOR Gpr"tepﬁc SiEzure tWhite ON
STAY® OR IN FRONT o< A LiVe AUDrance
FORTUNATeLLY | Thi's NEUER happencd— But Ae
— Tf\f)‘-— CAme Close, To (T A Few T7Trmes,
" D .
Buy AbboT /um?f!_F& e - 514&?‘)/-— This
himselF iN A LETER he had A MIRse
Weire our For him BAcCk ARound [F73
— JAST A YE€AR OR TWO FPefaRre he JII€) ~ Whex
!‘\E AA-S f.flffmj e F ;o H—éﬂur BROKE Wt iTh
DNL)’ A Sociat SEeCuprm Pf‘NﬂtaN“ (N
AN “AcTors Home" ( A Nunﬁmy Home for
GNT{-"RTHIMERS‘) OUT (N CAC/IForNTR, Ahis
LETTersS T0 me€ Were (N Rfjpamte 7O
L ETTeRrS [.;I = SR LT hﬁ:? MArLe> To him
AT The ACTors Home' BAck Thear. 1711
B SAD FrcT oF LiFe ThaAT When A FAmous
ACTOR on ENTeRTAINER IS IN Ais or her
PRIME, The V(SiTs + caALLs v+ LETTERS They
GeT EVERy DAy ARe ALMOST N<UECRENDINY
eT ONc¢e They ARe olLd + ALoNe ¥ BRoke
‘7'111&)4 Recieve LiTTle Such ATISNTIoN AND
Bur AbboT WAs, by ThaT Time, /197 3,
GRATCFRULL TO Recieu my LETTERS AN
TO0K The Time To ANSWeER Them BACK .
/\ﬂ T6lLD> me Abour Ais é’pfcep:)/—mhr‘c*i. =
Think he 7vi> me he hAad Acc ok his LiFe —
AND MANY OTheR ThingS PERTAINING TO him
¥ his CAReer AnD his LIFe, Whroh as Nice,
hows Aim ANY Lou CosTelLo AAD RunN up
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QTPr@Gerz'iuj VDebHTs wWith Bookies BETTIA 9
ON S/JGRTE AND cf—’ls‘rpew‘mz/v The HoRser,
Aows hEH AS The SURVIVINg Mmember OF The
AbboT + COSTel o pARTNERShip, WAS LERT
Aaibfﬁj The BAG FoRrR MItt)/oNS OF DollARC
7The T RS, clArmed They owed iy BACK TAXES
(cou cosreito har pied 6F A HeEArRT ATTACK
BACK IN 759, TAST A Couple OF YEARS AFrer
They Bpoke up), Bud AbboT WAS A
Suﬁﬂﬁijf‘hj L)/ AR P ANI SENSITIVE AnD
ARTiculaATe Guy ~ Whith OF Couwrse I's NoT
The IDEA 7h€ public Go7T or &ers FRom
J-PrST WHTCM‘MJ A.f‘m IN AL 0 LD _ﬁ%ﬂﬁuf Y-
JNOViES (/—}4&31} S‘IJpr?r's-r‘Nj). he TolL> me
he hav LiTeanmily cpried When Ai's old
Comedy PARATNER Lou CosTetto huhd LosT
Ohe OF IWes [K[DS in AN ACCIidDenT BACK (N
The [950's ( Was T By Iinawmu? P Thing 5:})
AND he TolDd me ONE€E Thfm} IN PARTY CULAR
ThaT I Remember To This VEeRry DAY
How , AFTeR he ¥ CosTeiLo BRoke up Bur
Berope Lou ey — how Lou Costetto AAD
TURNED 1IN The GReATesT PerRForRMANCE ©F
f’n!‘S‘ LiFe AS A Weekly GUesT STAR IN AN
Ggrsamt OF The old» ¢ 8.5, T.y. CAGEHEREH,
eries "Gunsmoke " A DRAMATIC perFormance !
FRom Whar Bud Abbor ToLd me /n Ai'S
(973 LETTeRr, Low, being The TYPlonl
CLlowN ThAT ALways Sccrerly WANTeD 7o
Be TAKEN SeRiously, hAs played The
SeRivus Role oF A "BLAKSMITH IN AN
€pisode O0F The T.V. WESTERN STARRIN)
TAMeS ARNesSS Back IN The [ATe [95D's

'::;-..
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BUuUr AbboT Told me Thar he hap waTched
IT AT Home on TeleéursioNn JTAST LIKE
- €veyone &LSe ANY WAS STRuck 8y The FacT
ThrT This DRRMATIc, S€Rious Role Louw
Played (&E A ELMH;mFm) NRAS The FIRST
AND , (T Would TURN out, The BM-{y) Time
The WorLd GoT To See and HEAR The
Renl Lou CosTelLo — or, AT ANy RATE, The
SAD AND BROODING AND SSNSITive AND DEAD
Serious Lou CostTerLo — Which ownly he~
Bus Abbor — AND A Very Few oThers €Ver
GoT 0 See aAny Hear. Bup Abbor ToLl>
me ThAT /112 could Hﬂnbi)' Lelieve —AT FIRST-
The Acclaim AND CRITreni Revrews LoU's
BLACKSmMiTh [PORTRAYAL RCcieved AFTER ThAT
ONe episore OF “Gunsmoxe " had AIRED | hc
ToLd me ThAT The public + CRITICS A D
PRATSed Lou CoSTellss hidden ACTINgG ﬁér‘u'r)f
ButT Bu» 7T0L» me ThAaT The CRITICS AND
TiVe Auripnce JAST hAdD NT UNIERSTVOD | Loy
CoSTelLs WASNT ACTING IN ThaT one D RAMATIC
RoLe he had ever pLayed; Lou whas Simply
Bf’mj his Rear SelF ! he Asa heck
Doing ALL The ACTing FoR ALL 7The pREVious
YEARS By pLAyiny The Role OF A
‘Chitalike clown “L1) Abbor Theushr The
TROKNY OF The Whole SITuATIon WAS Beyond
WORDS, ALMOST, he Told Mme Then (Thi's whs
BRCK In [173) 70 TRy AND GeT A~ COpy OF
Low's | 950's “Eansmoke " Episode S0 ThaT
T coutd WATch iT RR MyseLF— Which, SAD> To

SAY—~AND T AM NOW WRITINg This IN 2009 ~
T have Neven been Able 10 DO, €/Ther Some

O6FE "Gunsmores" EARLY TAPESS GoT >




@

LosT(or ERASE) ¥ Reuser) T Don'tr
%NUNJ Bur AS A CG&LE::T&R}F;"NI&;N} A
Copy OF ThaT ONe [ATe /750 Eplsore
o "“"Gunsmore” STRRRINg Lou COSTeLLO IS
Like S<anrching Fon oke oF The Holy
GRAILS OF cotlecring DOES Someone
OUT Hawh There hAve AN OLD Copy 7
OR EVeN A Copy oFf A Copy . T Dont KNOW
Low CosTeLLo DiEDd SUDDSNLy (N (759
So This Episode OF The C,8. S,
TelevisioNn WesTern  Gunsmoke “har 7o
have been Frimed AND Shown ANo more
Then A YeAR 0R TwWo Bel~re hrisS Death —
AT MosT. Bud AbboT WAS AN OLD AND
Sicic MAN AT The TIime he WRoTe 7o
me AND he WASKT Sure o0F The DATE
ORA EXACT YeAR COsTelLo hady Femed im—
}1&‘ A€ ENL}' Sunre TAint /T WAS DONT
SomeTime AFTER Their PARTANCRShIp HAD
BRoIen up CAND ThaT - Think~Wasin (957)
FRom his [973 LETTeRS To me  Bud AbboT —
BY ThAT Time, AT ANy RATE — INAS A SAD
AND LONely mmd olD MAN Who WAS ANGRY
AND BiTTeR OUer A Number oF Things,
he WAS MAD AT The Z.R.S. ¥ [edennt
GovornmenT OVeR Them Comming AFTER
him For A FoRTune in UNPAID TAXES (By
LAw They Coutd NT Touch his —RATher Generous —
Monthly Socinl S€curity Pewsion BUT They Siezed
AND GRAbHEd v Ts0)k eVeryThing ELSe he
had)~ AbboT WRoTe TheT he AN> CosreLlo
had PeRSONALLY (¥ WithouT PAY) RAISEd Miii/ons

O0F DoLLARS R The FEIERAL G0VORNMENT TN
INAR BOND DRives DURRINY WORLD WAR TWO ——=
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AND CoulDd N‘;* Believ how 77nf.=)z INOULD
come FTeR AN OLD MAN LikKe him YCaRrs
LATER ?'Thf T.R.S. AhAd NOo IRATITUDE E-h::)
T WROTE BACK To him ThaT OF Course They
have No GRATTUIE: Do UAmpires B Show
CRATITUIE TO0 Thelr VicTims AFTER S‘mc‘k:'"m}
Theia BL00d ? OF Course NOT,' They TAST
ReTurn AGAIN ¥+ AGAIN ¥ AGAN~ | F They
CAN— TO SUCK OoUT €UeN More BLood AND
~T T0LDd him~—~ Re€member ThAT Movre yoy
¥ Lou mAadre, "Arbba*r ¥ COSTello MeeT DRACKLA ”.?
Wwett; I:F:nl}nn.:m EVER Show ANy GRATITUD €
By SAYIiNg "Thanks 7" — B poor olD
By AbboT GoT A BIi& Kick out OF ThAT
LINe T WRroTe him twhen onve OF hi's
NHRS‘FMJ Home NURSeS /H—'TTFNJH-HT‘S: RECAD IT
T0 him. The Nurse ADPded ThAT her AND
The oTher NURSeS had NEVER Seei OR
heard MR. AbboT LAugh S0 Mmuch Sense
he had heen There. MAleS m<—0OLd SALTY
himselF - Hrppy To This VERy DAY ThaT T
WAS Able To BRINg Some LAaughTery Joy
INTO A PooR 0OLD LoNeLy MANS LiFe -~ F
ONLY vie A LETTer R A LITTIe Whice —
Esspecinlly CONSIDERING ALL The JDYy ¥
L hughTer AT PooRrR oLD MAN had ONce
hetped 7o BRing (NTo The Lives of
MittionS oF Chitdren v people The WORLD OUER,
Go» MAYy he ResT in peace - Wherever he
IS — my oLD FRrReawd MR, Bud AbboT. . ..
The — UNUusurl — Thing Abour T (s Thi's,
AS A Kid T whas Never A Bi& FAN OF

AbboT ¥ CoSTelLLo, AT LEAST T NTEVER Thought _
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OF MmyseLF As A BIG& FAN OR ALL ThAT
Much oF A FAN. AND Lers FAce /T, /Ki>s
Focused 75 % on The FUNNY CLOWN
Lou CoSTelLo AND MAYbEe 5 0 oN The
"STRAIgLT MAN" BUD AbboT. A DULTS,TvO,
T ITmagine, BUT Perhaps They were-oR
TheirR Impges LWERe~ AS Much A PANT oF
My LiFe AS ANyone ELS€] iT seems ThaT
eVUeRy ThANKGIVING — AT LerST here /N The
New York AREA ~ ONC OF~The Local TV,
STATIonS Woutd Run Abbor+ cosrettos
1930's movie “mRrch oF 7he wooren Soldrenrs
o ' Bapes [« ToyCAND "‘) NO, W&ﬁ:,f 7 hAT
Whs LAuraLY¥ Hardy ! Bur Bup + loes
oLd /950's 7v. Show wAsS A STApLe (N
RERUNS FOR YEARS ¥ YEeARS ¥ Fon ALLT
KNow STicc s, Thein movies Abour VAmpires
v Mummys ¢ Whrrever Wepe ALWAYS RUN
ON TV, AND ALWAYs Er6 With KidsS, AND
TO This Day — 70 Thi's UeRry DAY/~ Their
BAsebhLL Comedy CLASS/c “Ywhos on FrrsT "
CRACKS Me Hp Euf-ny TIme (.flTr"s Elven
Cﬂmﬁmuauﬂ) UN Up IN BASCLALLS COOPERSTOWN
They Tett me ), SO NOW T — SALTY~ Wit TRy
To Sum up This AbboT ¥ Cosretto Thivg By
SAYING This; LoOou cosrewo MAY have mpasre
me LAugh AS A ChitDd — AND MANY OTHERS, TO0 —
Bur /™ WAS Geod olDd OVERLOOKED STRAIGHT MAN
Ru» Abbor Who heLpey Teach me A Few
Things Abour LIF€ Which, T woutd Sum
WP, TeAches uS ALL AN TMPoRTANT LCSSON,
Never OUEeRLools SOMeBODY BECRuSE They Are
g{_pl‘ ‘They mfth TAST Be Able 10 TeLL you H—ﬁfnj DRTNH;“X,




